In the 1950s m(ir!'than 2000 Hainan gibbons resided in over 8600 kmZ2o T-r a FF* N
7 T 'l. thetropical island of Hainan, China.* Through forest clearance and;hunt B
. ' B populatlon fell steeply. Based on a comprehensive survey in October 2003, and
J - i : . ) 'subsequent monitoringjno more than 20 remain,? restricted to a 16,km2patch of fo st
; g J in Bawangllng National Nature Reserve. Density is low, in part because the high
elevation (800-1300m) forest is suboptimal; downbhill it is bordered with pine plalFadn B i
and degraded shrubland.* A Conservation Action Plan drafted in late 2003 outlined H

N i : various key priorities, such as protecting and monitoring gibbons, engaging local s
[ { 73 - communities, restoring habitat, and building staff capacity. Various organisations have
SR Loy contributed to these actions, but much remains to be done.

. e ; . ' There are currently;two social groups containing nine and six |nd|V|duaI'§ '

] s } : { resp ectively, and a ber of solitary individuals.?2 Population recovery will be o

[ co'nstr 'oy habitat availability and continuity. Thus harvesting of resin in the
- 'adjace pine plantations has ceased, and an urgent effort is under way to expaw
"suitable forest, which takes some 15 years to grow to usable height. e
This year the Primate Society of Great Britain has selected the Hainan gipbo!!'l -
“_reforestation project as therecipient of funds generated through member donations.

Photo 1. Fe ale Hainan gibbon cradling her juvenile. Currently only three r -

bree e‘nﬂles i .&Y.ouny@g_\mt)ﬁlhwith"‘a light coat that changes to e e Wi =

black at around 1-2 years. In females, it changes back to a lighter colour P

between the ages of 5 and 8. Males remain black (Photo 4). © Lee Kwok ; 4 Dirfgan : Fig. 1. Map showing ch

Shing/KFBG - Wericha in forested ap’s in Hainan.
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Nomascus (crested) gibbons.t

Point 1: Eastern black crested

- gibbon N. nasutus. Around 40
. remain in the wild, on the

Vietnam-China (Guangxi) border. . L8 F_ig. _3- Map showing the change in i
Point 2: Hainan gibbon N. ; _distribution over the'last centu gibbons

hainanus. Only 20 remain today. o I8 20 ts & 1 are now restricted to 15 km? of continuous habitat
: i s | X ;

within Bawangling National Nature Reserve (red);

| searches elsewhere have been unsuccessful. |

Fig. 2. Map showing current and
E past distribution of eastern
[

Pho'th.} Ecoloi;ists from Kadoorie Farm :
& Botanic Garden help Bawangling enlarge and connect forest fragments, with
reserve staff identify and collect native ‘thinning of pines, and in-s eedling survival
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i i Poster designed by Rebecca M. Bearman, Oxford Brookes University, Student MSc Primate
Conservation 07-08. Edited by John R. Fellowes, Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden.
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